
Next Generation Sunshine State Standards for the Arts

Dance, Music, Theatre, and Visual Art
Framers’ Charge to the Arts Writing Teams
History: The Framers

From March 23, 2010 to April 5, 2010, the Florida Department of Education Bureau of Curriculum and Instruction/Office of Humanities convened a select group of arts educators and advocates.  This group was comprised of respected K-20 dance, music, theatre, and visual arts educators, district supervisors, and arts education advocates, and charged with framing the writing of the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards for the Arts.  
The Framers met on-line via WebEx seven times over this two-week period to hear experts from across the nation, discuss their presentations, and consider the structure for the development of the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards for the Arts, specifically Dance, Music, Theatre, and Visual Art.  These meetings were facilitated by the Florida Department of Education Bureau of Curriculum and Instruction/Office of Humanities Director Ann Whitney and Arts Education Specialist Dr. Linda Lovins.  Bureau Chief Todd Clark also participated in the process.
An important goal of this work was to strive for consensus among content and education experts, researchers, parents, practitioners, and members of the business community.  Throughout the series of webinars and on-line work sessions, the Framers collaborated on:

1. the organizational structure for the Standards

2. the processes to be used by the Writing Teams

3. resources to support the Writing Teams’ work, and

4. recommended experts to review the draft of the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards for the Arts (NGSSS-Arts) during the window for public comment.  

History: The Presenters

In a series of webinars, the Framers heard presentations by Eric Jensen, a specialist in brain research pertaining to student learning; the state-level arts education specialists from Colorado, Delaware, South Carolina, Kentucky, and Tennessee regarding the exemplary processes and products of their states’ work in Standards development; and a national view of current research, standards, and educational philosophies provided by the leadership of the Educational Theatre  Association, the National Dance Education Organization, the National Art Education Association, and MENC: The National Association for Music Education.  The content of these presentations will be available soon on-line at www.flstandards.org.  Combined with their own expertise in specific disciplines and education, the Framers used the research and other information presented during the webinars and work sessions to define the structure and provide recommendations that will become the guiding principles for the Writers of the Dance, Music, Theatre, and Visual Art Standards to follow.

Looking Ahead
The Writers will meet on-line from mid-April 2010 through June 2010 to write the new standards and benchmarks in accordance with this Charge.  This will be an iterative process, with the Framers reviewing the work at specific intervals and providing comments to the Writers.  

From July 2010 to August 2010, the drafts of the Dance, Music, Theatre, and Visual Arts Standards will be provided online for public review.  All on-line reviewers will be able to rate the Benchmarks and provide comment.  Additionally, experts in each discipline and arts education will provide an in-depth review of the drafts, making comments and proposing revisions.  In late August and early September 2010, the Benchmarks will be revised based on input from the Framers, designated expert reviewers, teachers, and the general public.

Access Points
As part of this process, Access Points for students with significant cognitive disabilities will be developed.  These Access Points will be benchmarks written for students with significant cognitive disabilities, allowing them access to the arts education curriculum.  
Embedded in the NGSSS-Arts, Access Points reflect the core intent of the Standards with appropriate levels of complexity: Participatory, Supported, and Independent, with the Participatory level being the least complex.  The Access Points for the NGSSS-Arts will be developed through the cooperative efforts of writing teams composed of Florida arts educators under the direction of staff from the Curriculum, Learning, and Assessment Support Project (CLASP) and the Florida Department of Education.

Structure of the Standards Documents

The Next Generation Sunshine State Standards in the Arts will be organized by grade level for grades K-5 and by clusters for grades 6-8 and 9-12.  This structure was determined by Florida Statute, in part, and by the Framers.  Discipline-specific content in dance, music, theatre, and visual art will be organized under “Big Ideas” common to all four arts disciplines.  This will help learners make connections that undergird learning for transfer and provide continuity throughout the full span of Standards and Benchmarks for educators at the district and school levels as they develop curricular materials.
1003.41  Sunshine State Standards.-- 

(1)  Public K-12 educational instruction in Florida is based on the "Sunshine State Standards." The State Board of Education shall review the Sunshine State Standards and replace them with the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards that establish the core content of the curricula to be taught in this state and that specify the core content knowledge and skills that K-12 public school students are expected to acquire. The Next Generation Sunshine State Standards must, at a minimum: 

 (b)  Establish the core curricular content for visual and performing arts, physical education, health, and foreign languages. Standards for these subjects must establish specific curricular content and include distinct grade level expectations for the core content knowledge and skills that a student is expected to have acquired by each individual grade level from kindergarten through grade 5. The standards for grades 6 through 12 may be organized by grade clusters of more than one grade level. 

Writing Process
1. Review recommended print and electronic resources, using the ADP Quality Review adapted to examine the strengths of the standards specifically recommended by the Framers:
a. Note gaps

b. Note repetitions

c. Analyze for rigor, coherence, focus, specificity, clarity/accessibility, and measurability 
2. Develop benchmarks with the “next step” in mind to build seamless articulation and high expectations throughout, considering the essential skills and knowledge graduating seniors need to compete and succeed in post-secondary education and the workplace, and to become active contributors in their communities.
3. Build an instructional framework into the NGSSS-Arts within which arts teachers can provide high-expectation learning opportunities to challenge students who have had:

a. significant instruction and experience in the arts, including students who plan to major in the arts at the post-secondary level, or

b. only limited or no arts education experiences.

4. Write the NGSSS-Arts with “tomorrow” in mind—not with an eye to what is, with its inherent limitations; but to what should be, with all its implications for creativity and innovation, equity and access.

5. Focus significant attention on process, rather than product alone.

6. Embed technology throughout the benchmarks, acknowledging the exponential nature of developments in technology-based learning tools and new media for creativity, collaboration, and sharing.
7. Break into K-12 subgroups to work on Big Ideas:
a. beginning with two to three Enduring Understandings embedded within each Big Idea, and

b. considering authentic Essential Questions that district- and school-based curriculum-writing teams and individual teachers might devise to help guide instructional design.
8. Delineate clear, concise, and differentiated grade-level benchmarks for each Big Idea that address the Enduring Understandings, emphasizing the importance of learning for transfer and depth rather than breadth.  

9. Reference the Depth of Knowledge (DOK) levels identified and organized by Norman L. Webb et al as a guide for identifying and addressing appropriate levels of cognition when writing benchmarks.

10. Develop examples of each benchmark to be embedded in the “Remarks” section of the on-line standards database at www.floridastandards.org.  
11. Develop a rubric indicating levels of proficiency for each benchmark.
12. Create a glossary for consistency among important arts terms.
13. Develop an introduction and overview of the arts curriculum and instruction for the standards document, addressing the disciplines separately, as warranted.
Big Ideas in the Arts

1. SKILLS, TECHNIQUES, and PROCESSES: Through dance, music, theatre, and the visual arts, students learn that beginners, amateurs, and professionals can improve skills and techniques over time.
2. STRUCTURAL ORGANIZATION: Dance, music, theatre, and visual art are organized by underlying elements and principles that guide creators, performers, and responders.
3. ACTIVE ENGAGEMENT: The arts are inherently experiential and actively engage learners in the processes of creating, re-creating, and responding to art.
4. EXPRESSION and COMMUNICATION: Self-expression and communication with others are central to the arts.
5. HISTORICAL, GLOBAL, and FUTURE CONNECTIONS: The arts foster understanding and enrichment among individuals, groups, and cultures from around the world and across time to understand and appreciate existing works or create new works.
6. AESTHETIC and CRITICAL REFLECTION: The arts actively engage the creator, re-creator, and responder in the processes of assessment and analysis.
7. CAREERS and the 21ST CENTURY: Arts-related careers and 21st-century skills gained through learning in the arts, are transferable and integral to the global economy and the creative industry.
8. RELATIONSHIPS across CONTENT AREAS: Dance, music, theatre, and visual art are often inherently infused with each other and with other academic content areas.
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