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Chapter 12

NOT IN ANY WISE WOULD THE EARLS’-DEFENCE [FOOTNOTE 1]
SUFFER THAT SLAUGHTEROUS STRANGER TO LIVE,
USELESS DEEMING HIS DAYS AND YEARS

TO MEN ON EARTH. NOW MANY AN EARL

OF BEOWULF BRANDISHED BLADE ANCESTRAL,
FAIN THE LIFE OF THEIR LORD TO SHIELD,

THEIR PRAISED PRINCE, IF POWER WERE THEIRS;
NEVER THEY KNEW, — AS THEY NEARED THE FOE,
HARDY-HEARTED HEROES OF WAR,

AIMING THEIR SWORDS ON EVERY SIDE

THE ACCURSED TO KILL, — NO KEENEST BLADE,
NO FAREST OF FALCHIONS FASHIONED ON EARTH,
COULD HARM OR HURT THAT HIDEOUS FIEND!

HE WAS SAFE, BY HIS SPELLS, FROM SWORD OF BATTLE,
FROM EDGE OF IRON. YET HIS END AND PARTING
ON THAT SAME DAY OF THIS OUR LIFE

WOFUL SHOULD BE, AND HIS WANDERING SOUL
FAR OFF FLIT TO THE FIENDS' DOMAIN.

SOON HE FOUND, WHO IN FORMER DAYS,
HARMFUL IN HEART AND HATED OF GOD,

ON MANY A MAN SUCH MURDER WROUGHT,

THAT THE FRAME OF HIS BODY FAILED HIM NOW.
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FOR HIM THE KEEN-SOULED KINSMAN OF HYGELAC
HELD IN HAND; HATEFUL ALIVE

WAS EACH TO OTHER. THE OUTLAW DIRE

TOOK MORTAL HURT; A MIGHTY WOUND

SHOWED ON HIS SHOULDER, AND SINEWS CRACKED,
AND THE BONE-FRAME BURST. TO BEOWULF NOW
THE GLORY WAS GIVEN, AND GRENDEL THENCE
DEATH-SICK HIS DEN IN THE DARK MOOR SOUGHT,
NOISOME ABODE: HE KNEW TOO WELL

THAT HERE WAS THE LAST OF LIFE, AN END

OF HIS DAYS ON EARTH. — TO ALL THE DANES

BY THAT BLOODY BATTLE THE BOON HAD COME.
FROM RAVAGE HAD RESCUED THE ROVING STRANGER
HROTHGAR’S HALL; THE HARDY AND WISE ONE

HAD PURGED IT ANEW. HIS NIGHT-WORK PLEASED HIM,
HIS DEED AND ITS HONOR. TO EASTERN DANES

HAD THE VALIANT GEAT HIS VAUNT MADE GOOD,

ALL THEIR SORROW AND ILLS ASSUAGED,

THEIR BALE OF BATTLE BORNE SO LONG,

AND ALL THE DOLE THEY ERST ENDURED

PAIN A-PLENTY. — “TWAS PROOF OF THIS,

WHEN THE HARDY-IN-FIGHT A HAND LAID DOWN,

ARM AND SHOULDER, —ALL, INDEED,

OF GRENDEL’S GRIPE, — ‘NEATH THE GABLED ROOF’
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