Patrick ﬂ-[enry’s Speecﬁ ﬂc(cfressing the-
\/irginm House of CBurgesses
%ﬁmoncf, \/irginia; March 23, 1775

“No man thinks more ﬂigﬁfy than 1 do of the yatrio’a’sm, as well
as abilities, of the very wortﬁy gentfemen who have jusf
addressed the House. But di:ﬁ:erent men oﬁ@n see the same-
5u@’ect in c[iﬁcerent [igﬁts; and, tﬁerefore, 7 ﬁqpe that it will
Tot be tﬁougﬁt d'isresyecgﬁif to those gentfemen, 1f,
entertaining as 1 do opinions of a character very opposite to
theirs, 1 shall gpeaﬁ fortﬁ my sentiments free[y and without

reserve.

This is no time for ceremony. The question Eefm’e the House is
one of awﬁf moment to this country. For my own part 1
consider it as notﬁing less than a quesu’on of ﬁeec{om or
5favery; and in yroyortion to the magnimcfe of the su@’ecr’
ougﬁt to be the ﬁeecfom of the debate. It is on(y in this way_
~that we can ﬁoye to arrive at truth, and ﬁi(ﬁ[( the great’
f“resyonsiﬁifity which we hold to God and our country. Should 1
@e}o back my opinions at such a time, tﬁrougﬁ fear of gwing_
qﬁmse, 9 should consider myse[f as guiﬁy qf treason towards
my country, and of an act of disloyalty towards the mafesty of”



Patrick Henry’s Speech Addressing the Virginia House of Burgesses; March 23, 1775

of heaven, which 1 revere above all ecm“ﬁ['y Eings.

“Mr. President, it is natural to man to incfu[ge in the illusions
of ﬁqpe. We are apt to shut our eyes agains’c a ])ainfu[ truth,
and [isten to the song of that siren, till she transforms us into
beasts. s this the part @( wise men, engagecf ina great and.
arduous sufuggfe for [iﬁerty? Are we di’.fposec[ to be of the-

number of those who, ﬂaving eyes, see not, and ﬁaving ears,
hear not, the tﬁings which so near[y concern their t‘em}f)omﬂ

salvation?

Jor my part, whatever anguisﬁ qf spirit it may cost, 1 ano
Mi[ﬁ’ng to know the whole truth—to know the worst and to
?rovic(e for it. 1 have but one famjo Ey which my feet are”
guiofe’cf; and that is the famp of exyem’ence. 7 know of no way qf“
judging of the ﬁfmre but Ey the past. And ]’udging Ey the past,
7 wish to know what there has been in the conduct of the-
British ministry for the last ten years, to jusufy those ﬁoyes
With which gentfemen have been y[éased to solace themselves

and the House?

s it that insidious smile with which our ]oeti’a’on has been [ate[l_
Treceived? Trust it not, sir; it will _prove a snare to your feet

Suﬁ:e'r not yourseﬁzes to be Eetmyec( with a kiss. Ask yoursefves
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how this gmcious rece:pu’on of our Joeu’n’on comports with these-
Warlike }ore}oamﬁons which cover our waters and darken our
land. Are f[eets and armies necessary to a work of [ove and_
reconciliation? Have we shown ourselves so unwi[ﬁ’ng to be-
reconciled that force must be called in to win back our love?
Let us not deceive ourselves, sir. These are the im}ofements of’
War and suﬁjugaﬁon—tﬁe [ast arguments to which Eings resort.
7 ask gentfemen, sir, what means this martial array, 1f its
purpose be not to force us to submission? Can gent[émem
assign any other Joossiﬁfe motives for it? Has Great Britain any_
enemy, in this quarter of the world, to call for all this

accumulation of navies and armies?

“No, sir, she has none. ‘Jﬁey are meant for us; tﬁey can be-

“meant for no other. ’J'Hey are sent over to bind and rivet Upom

us those chains which the British ministry have been so [on&

'j"orging. And what have we to oppose to them? Shall we try
argument? Sir, we have been trying that for the last ten years.
Have we anytﬁing new to oﬁ(er on the suﬁject? thﬁing.

We have held the su@'ect up in every figﬁt qf which it 1s
cayaﬁfe; but it has been all in vain. Shall we resort to entreaty
and humble sujo}o[ication? What terms shall we ﬁncf which,

have not been a[reacfy exhausted? Let us not, 1 beseech you, sit,
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C[QC eive ourse [\/65 [onger,

Sir, we have done everytﬁing that could be done to avert the
storm which is now coming on. We have Joeu’n’onec[; we have-
remonstrated; we have su}?pﬁ’cat@cf,‘ we have }orostmrecf ourselves
Eefore the throne, and have imjaforecf its im?qoosiu’on to arrest’
the tymnnica[ hands of the ministry and Parliament.Our
petitions have been sfigﬁwd; our remonstrances have }Wocfuceoﬂ
additional violence and insult; our sujojo[i’cations have been_
c[isregarc[eaf; and we have been gpumec[, with contempt, ﬁom_,
the foot of the throne. In vain, aﬁzr these tﬁings, may we-
incfufge the foncf ﬁoye cf “peace and reconciliation. There is no
[onger any room for ﬁoye.
le we wish to be ﬁee—l’f we mean to preserve inviolate those-
inestimable yrivi[eges for which we have been so [ong~
com'enc[ing—if we mean not Basefy to abandon the noble
5trugg[e in which we have been so [ong engagecf, and which we-
have y[edgecf ourselves never to abandon until the g[om’ous
iject of our contest shall be obtained, we must ﬁgﬁt’ 1 repeat”

it, sir, we must ﬁgﬁt’ An ay}oea[ to arms and to the (jocf of
Hosts is all that is [eﬁ us!

‘Jﬁey tell us, sir, that we are weak—unable to cope Wwith so
formicfaﬁ[e an ac[versary. But when shall we be stronger? Will
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it be the next week, or the next year? Will it be when we are-
tota(fy disarmed, and when a British gucmf shall be stationed.
in every house? Shall we gatﬁer Strengtﬁ By irresolution and.
inaction? Shall we accluire the means of eﬁ(ec’ma[ resistance, 6%—
[ying supine[y on our backs, and ﬁugging the delusive

ipﬁanwm of ﬁcyoe, until our enemies shall have bound us hand_
and foot?

Sir, we are not weak, 1f we make a proper use of the means
Which the God @C nature hath Jo[aceaf in our power. Three
millions qf }aeopfe, armed in the ﬁofy cause of [iﬁerty, and in_
such a country as that which we possess, are invincible By any_
force which our enemy can send against us. Besides, sir, we-
shall not ﬁgﬁt our battles alone. There is a just God who

791’651’0[65 over the destinies cf nations, and who will raise up.

fm’em[s to ﬁgﬂt our battles for Uus.

The battle, sir, is not to the strong alone; it is to the w’gi[ant,
the active, the brave. Besides, sir, we have no election. le we~
Were base enougﬁ to desire it, it is now too late to retire ﬁ’O’H’b
the contest. There is no retreat but in submission and sfavery.'

Our chains are forgecﬂ Their cfanﬁing may be heard on the
yfains qf Boston! The war is inevitable—and let it come! 1

Tepeat it, sir, let it come!
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It is in vain, sir, to extenuate the matter. gem“femen may cry,
“Peace! Peace!”—but there is no peace. The war is actua[fi
Eegun! The next ga[e that sweeps ﬁom the north will Em'ng to
our ears the clash of resouna[ing arms! Our brethren are
afrecwfy in the ﬁe[af! Wﬁy stand we here idle? What is it that’
gent[émen wish? What would tﬁey have? s (ife so dear, or
“peace so sweet, as to be Jourcﬁasec[ at the price cf chains and_
sfavery? Forbid it, ﬂfmigﬁty God! 1 know not what course-

01'661’5 may taﬁe; Eut CleOT me, give me [iB@Yiy, 01’31’\/8 me-

death!

Patrick Cl-&szy - March 2 3,1775
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