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1N CONGRESS, July 4, 1776.
The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States cf America,

When in the Course cf human events, it becomes necessary for one Joeop(e to
dissolve the pofiu’ca[ bands which have connected them with another, and to
assume amony the _powers of the earth, the separate and equaf station to whicfL
the Laws (f Nature and (f Nature’s gocf entitle them, a decent respect to the-
opinions cy( mankind requires that tﬁey should declare the causes which im}oel;
~them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be segf-evicﬁmt, that all men are created equa[, that tﬁey_
are endowed By their Creator with certain unalienable CRigﬁts, that amony these
are Ltfe, Liﬁeﬂy and the Jaursuit (f ﬂqppiness.—ﬂﬁa’c to secure these rigﬁts,
Governments are instituted among Men, cfem’ving their just powers fmm the-
consent qf the govemec{, —That whenever any Form of Government becomes
destructive qf these ends, it is the ERigﬁt qf the Teopfe to alter or to abolish it, and_
to institute new Government, (aying its founcfation on such Jan’nc?p[es and.
organizing its _powers in such form, as to them shall seem most l’iﬁel’y to qﬁecr’
their S@Cety and Q{ayyiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments
[ong established should not be cﬁcmgea[ for [igﬁt and transient causes; and_
accorcfing[y all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more c{isyosec( to suﬁ(er,
‘While evils are suﬂ:emﬁfe, than to m’gﬁt themselves Ey aﬁoﬁsﬁing the fm’ms to
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Which tﬁey are accustomed. But when a [ong train of abuses and uswjoau’ons,

pursuing invariaﬁ[y the same Oﬁject evinces a Jesign to reduce them under
absolute Desyou’sm, it is their rigﬁt, it is their c{uty, to throw oﬁt such
Government, and to Jmfovidfe new Guards for their ﬁiture security.—Sucﬁ has
been the Joa’a’ent suﬂ:emnce cf these Colonies; and such is now the necessity whicho
constrains them to alter their former Systems of Government. The ﬁiswry cf the-
present King of Great Britain is a ﬁiswry qf rqaea‘wa[ injuries and usurpations,
all ﬁaving in direct o@’ect the establishment of an absolute T yranny over these-
States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world.

He has reﬁwecf his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and Hecessary for the-
7)u6[ic gooc{, He has forﬁicfcfen his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and_
?ressing importance, unless sugpendéd’ in their o]oemtion till his Assent should be-

obtained; and when so susyencfec{, he has utter[y neg(ecwc[ to attend to them.

He has reﬁtsecf to pass other Laws for the accommodation (f [arge districts (f
joeoyfe, unless those Joecyoﬂa would re[inquisﬁ the rigﬁt of CRqoresentau’on in the
@gis[ature, a m’gﬁt inestimable to them and formicfaﬁfe to tyrants onfy.

He has called wgetﬁer [egisfative bodies at Jo[aces unusual, uncomformﬁﬁe, and_

distant from the dé}aosiwry of their Jouﬁfic Records, for the sole purpose of
'fau’guing them into comyﬁance with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses rqpeawoﬁy, for opposing with man[l_
j‘:irmness his invasions on the m’gﬁts of the ]oecyo[e.

He has reﬁwecf for a [ong time, qﬁ‘er such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected;
Mﬁereﬁy the Legis[au’ve _powers, incaj)aﬁfe of Annihilation, have returned to the

feop[e at [arge for their exercise; the State remaining in the mean time ex}?osed’ to

all the c[cmgers (f invasion ﬁom without, and convulsions within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the pqou[au’on (f these States; for that purpose

oﬁstructing the Laws for Naturalization cf Toreigners; Teﬁising to pass others to
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encourage their migmu’ons hither, and mising the conditions of new
Appropriations of Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration (f TJustice, By reﬁxsing his Assent to Laws
j[or estaﬁfisﬁing judi’ciary _powers.

He has made jucfges cfe}oenc&mt on his Will alone, for the tenure cf their oﬁcices,
and the amount and payment cf their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New Oﬁces, and sent hither swarms qf Oﬁ:icers to
harrass our ]oeopﬁz, and eat out their substance.

He has Eqpt among us, in times of peace, Smm{ing Armies without the Consent”
of our [egis[atures.

He has aﬁfecwd to render the {Mi[itary incfeyencﬁmt of and superior to the Civilb
power.

He has combined with others to suﬁject ustoa juriscficn’on foreign to our
constitution, and unacﬁnowﬁed;gecf Ey our laws; giw’ng his Assent to their Acts qf
fpremwfec{ Legis[ation:

For Quartering [arge bodies of armed troops among us:

For Jarotecu'ng them, By a mock Trial, from Jounisﬁment for any Murders which.
ftﬁey should commit on the Inhabitants of these States:

JFor cutting qﬁ( our Trade with all parts of the world:

For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:

For déyriving us in many cases, of the Beneﬁts of Trial Ey Jury:

For transporting us Beyond' Seas to be tried for Jaretendéc[ oﬁ:ences For aﬁoﬁsﬁing\
the free Syswm of fng[isﬁ Laws ina neigﬁﬁouring Province, esmﬁfisﬁing therein.
an ?lrﬁitmry government, and enfarging its Boundaries so as to render it at’
once an exampfe and ﬁt instrument for introcfucing the same absolute rule into
these Colonies:

For mﬁing away our Charters, aﬁoﬁsﬁing our most valuable Laws, and a[tering\
ﬁmcfamenmﬁy the Forms (y( our Governments:
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For susyenafing our own Legis[amres, and cfecfam’ng themselves invested with
power to l:egisfaw for us in all cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here, By déc[am’ng us out of his Protection and_
Wwaging War against us.

He has Jofuncferecf our seas, mvagea[ our Coasts, burnt our towns, and cfestToyecﬂ
the [ives cf our Joecyofe.

He is at this time tmnspom’ng [arge Armies of foreign ‘Mercenaries to com}ofeat’
the works qf death, desolation and tyranny, a[read’y Eegun with circumstances of
Crueﬁy & }oeqﬁ’d’y scarce[y }oam((e[ecf in the most barbarous ages, and tota[@_
funwortﬁy the Head of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fe[fow Citizens taken Captive on the ﬁigﬁ Seas to bear
Arms against their Country, to become the executioners of their fm’encfs and.
ﬁretﬁren, or to fa[f themselves Ey their Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to Bm’ngs
on the inhabitants of our ﬁonu’ers, the merciless Indian Scwages, whose knowr.

rule @( wmfare, is an uncﬁsu’nguisﬁeof destruction (f all ages, sexes and conditions.

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most’
humble terms: Our re}aeatec[ Petitions have been answered on[y Ey rqoeawd;
injury. A Prince whose character is thus marked Ey every act which may cfeﬁne-)
a T yrant, is unﬁt to be the ruler @C a free }oe(yaﬁe.

“Nor have We been wann’ng in attentions to our Brittish brethren. We have-
Warned them ﬂom time to time of attempts 6_1/ their ﬁegisfature to extend an.

unwarrantable juriscficu’on over us. We have reminded them of the circumstances
of our emigration and settlement here. We have a}o}oea(bcf to their native Jjustice
and magnanimity, and we have conjurec[ them Ey the ties of our commonmn

@mfrecf to disavow these usuqoa’a’ons, which, would inevitaﬁfy int‘erm]ot our
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connections and corresponc[ence. ‘Tﬁey too have been c[eaf to the voice of jusu’ce-’
and cf consanguinity. We must, tﬁerefore, acquiesce in the necessity, whichL
denounces our Sgpamu’on, and hold tﬁem, as we hold the rest of manléind:

FEnemies in War, in Peace Friends.

We, tﬁerefore, the Rej)resenmu’ves qf the united States of America, in genemﬂ
Congress, Assembled, a]a]oea[ing to the Supreme jud’ge of the world for the-
rectitude cf our intentions, do, in the Name, and By ?lurﬁom’ty of the good Teqo[e#
of these Colonies, so[émn(y yuﬁﬁ’sﬁ and declare, That these United Colonies are,
and cf Q{igﬁt ougﬁt to be Free and ﬂncfe])encfent States; that tﬁey are Absolved.
fmm all ﬂffegiance to the British Crown, and that all joofiu’ca[ connection.
between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ougﬁt to be wm@ dissolved;
and that as Free and Qnd’e}aendent States, tney have ﬁAT Power to (evy War,
conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts
and Clﬁings which Qnoﬁzyencfent States may @( rigﬁt do. And for the support of
this Declaration, with a flrm reliance on the Jorowc’a’on cf divine Providence, we-

fmutua[fyjafec@e to eacﬁ otﬁer our LiV@S, our Fortunes anc[ our SdC?’e&( '}(01’101’.
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