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Activity: 

 
 
1. In the reading, Brouncker mentions the hyperbola xy=1 and calls it the 
equilateral hyperbola.  Graph xy =1 on the graph below.  This can also be called 
a rectangular hyperbola. 
 

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2.  Graph the rectangular hyperbola xy = 4. 
 

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

 
 

3. Graph the rectangular hyperbola xy = 9. 
 

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

 
 
4.  Compare and contrast the graphs of the hyperbolas xy = 1, xy = 4, and xy = 9.  
What makes them different from other hyperbolas that are written in the form 
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