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The western front, early summer, 1916. Spring in the western theatre of war again, as was the case in 1915, found the in-
itiative in the hands of the Germans. They desired, first, to capture the French position of Verdun, which controls the line of
the Meuse River. The French, however, resolutely refused to be driven back and, in the first weeks after the launching of the
great German attack at Verdun, managed to make good their ground. To the hammering cf the most powerful heavy artillery
ever brought into action, and the persistent assaults of the machine-like German infantry the French with equal persistence op-
posed their own artillery and veteran troops. The French watchword was “They Shall Not Pass,” and they made it good
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