The Other Side of the Story

This activity accompanies “My Corn-Cob Pipe,” from 7he Complete Poems of Paul
Laurence Dunbar by Paul Laurence Dunbar, record number 5149.

Activity Title: The Other Side of the Story

Description: The students will create a poster illustrating the negative side of using tobacco.
Subject: Reading/Language Arts and Health

Skill: Writing and Health Literacy

Behavioral Objective:

* The student will work with a group to create a poster illustrating the negative side of
using tobacco.

Materials:

*  “My Corn-Cob Pipe” poem, available in audio and print form at
http://etc.usf.edu/lit2go/
* Paper and pencil
* Construction paper
* Markers, colored pencils, crayons, etc.
* Internet access to facts about tobacco use available at:
o http://kidshealth.org/kid/watch/house/smoking.html?tracking=K RelatedArtic
lev
o http://kidshealth.org/kid/health problems/allergy/smoking_asthma.html?tracki
ng=K RelatedArticle
o http://www.tbkusa.com/

Procedures:

Read the poem with the students, or have them read it on their own. Discuss with the
students the main idea of the poem. Also, discuss with the students the time period in which
this poem was written, and the lack of information available at the time regarding the harmful
effects of tobacco use. Next, have the students work in small groups to create a poster
advocating for anti-tobacco use. Have the students use the websites listed above for facts
about tobacco use. Also, have them include a short poem about the harmful effects of tobacco
on their poster. When the students are finished working, have them share their posters and
poems with the class.

This activity was downloaded from Lit2Go, a free online collection of stories and poems in MP3 (audio book)
format. To download the audio file and text passage that accompany this lesson, visit http://etc.usf.edu/lit2go/.
2009 Florida Center for Instructional Technology/University of South Florida.



