Tech Ease for All

Speech Recognition in Mac OS X

The Speech Recognition feature in Mac OS X can be used
to control the computer using your voice. To use this

feature:

1. Choose Apple, System Preferences, Speech.
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2. In the Speech Recognition pane, select the On
button next to Speakable ltems.
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3. Use the Microphone menu to select your
microphone. Clicking on Calibrate will open a
window where you can use the slider to adjust

the microphone input level.

[ Settings | Commands |

—

Microphone: ' Logitech USB Headset

5 ( Calibrate...

S\
J




Microphone Calibration

Calibrating improves the recognition of spoken commands. First, adjust
the slider until the meter stays in the middle of the green area as you
speak. Next, speak each of the phrases listed. A command blinks when
it is recognized. Repeat these two steps increasing or decreasing the
slider level until the listed phrases are recognized.
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4. The default listening key is the Escape key. Click
on Change Key to use a different listening key.
When the popup window opens, press the
desired listening key(s) and click on OK.

Listening Key: Esc ( Change Key... )

Listening Method: () Listen only while key is pressed
(®) Listen continuously with keyword

Press one or more keys to set the listening key.

The computer listens for spoken commands when you
press the listening key (or keys). Press any of the
following keys: esc, F5 to F12, delete, numeric keypad
keys, and most punctuation keys. Shift, Command,
Option, and Control with another key.
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5. Choose a listening method. The options are to
use the listening key you set up in Step 4 or to
speak a phrase such as “Computer” before each
command.
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Keyword: Computer

6. Check the box next to “Speak command
acknowledgement” to have the computer play a
sound when a command is recognized. Use the
menu to select the sound.
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When the Speech Recognition feature is active you
will see a speech recognition control on your
desktop. To issue a command, hold down the
listening key while you speak the command, or say
your keyword followed by the desired command.
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For additional tutorials, please visit our website at
http://etc.usf.edu/techease/4all/



