
    
 

      
   

 

       
      

      
     

         
        

        
 

        
    

 

        
       

        
     

         
         

          
      

          
           

 

Tech Ease 4 All 

Making Images in ePub Documents for 
the iPad Accessible 

While the ePub standard was created with text 
documents in mind, the Pages program on the Mac 
can create ePub documents with embedded images. 
However, the current version of Pages (Pages ’09) 
does not allow for alternative text to be added to each 
image in an ePub document. Without alternative text, 
someone accessing the ePub document on an iPad 
with the iBooks app and the VoiceOver screen reader 
will hear the file name of each image, instead of a 
more useful description. 

To make an ePub document that has been exported 
by Pages more accessible to people with visual 
disabilities, you will take advantage of the fact 
VoiceOver reads the file name when it comes across 
an image in an ePub document opened with iBooks. 
By changing the file name to the desired alternative 
text, you can provide a more useful description of the 
image for people who have visual disabilities. For this 
technique to work, you must change the file name of 
the image before you add it to the ePub document in 
Pages. 



 

           
         

          
          

      
       

     
 

 

      
 

To change the file name of the image, select the file 
by clicking on it once, then wait a few seconds and 
click on it one more time to make the file name 
editable. You should then be able to replace the file 
name with the desired alternative text. When adding 
the alternative text, remember to focus on the content 
of the image rather than its appearance or 
presentation. 

For additional tutorials, please visit our website at 
http://etc.usf.edu/techease/4all/. 

http://etc.usf.edu/techease/4all

